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The Effectiveness of Peer Review in Advanced ESL Composition Classrooms 

Peer review: 

 Definition. 

 The benefits of peer review. 

 Ten guidelines for effective Peer Review: 

1. Integrate Peer Review throughout the course. 

2. Create a comfortable atmosphere. 

3. Model effective peer review. 

4. Inform students of the benefits of peer review. 

5. Use teacher response and peer response in separate drafts. 

6. Assign appropriate peer review groups. 

7. Provide students with guided peer response forms. 

8. Monitor peer review sessions. 

9. Remind students they are the final decision makers. 

10. Follow up with peer review sessions. 

What do expert teachers think about Peer Review? 

 Nina Rosen (Santa Rosa Junior college ESL instructorぶ さPWWヴ ヴW┗ｷW┘ ｷゲ ヮヴﾗH;Hﾉ┞ ﾏﾗヴW WaaWIデｷ┗W ｷﾐ 

upper level writing classes where students have greater mastery of critical thinking skills to 

ゲWヴ┗W デｴWﾏ ┘ｴWﾐ デｴW┞ ;ヮヮヴﾗ;Iｴ Wヴヴﾗヴ ;ﾐ;ﾉ┞ゲｷゲくざ  

 Helen Kallenbach (Sonoma State American Language Institute director) さPWWヴ Review is useful at 

high- intermediate and advanced levels. The first couple of times I include formatting 

questions...デｴWﾐ デｴW ゲWIﾗﾐS ゲWデ ｷゲ ┌ゲ┌;ﾉﾉ┞ ヴWﾉ;デWS デﾗ デｴW aﾗI┌ゲ ﾗa デｴW ┘ヴｷデｷﾐｪ ;ゲゲｷｪﾐﾏWﾐデぐI ;ゲﾆ 

the reviewer if there is anything they would like to learn more about..finally, I ask them what 

they liked best about the paper.ざ 
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What do Advanced ESL composition students think of peer review? 

 さPWWヴ review is a really good way to improve our writing because you get ideas and opinions 

;Hﾗ┌デ デｴW ┘ヴｷデｷﾐｪ デｴ;デ I;ﾐ ｴWﾉヮ ｷﾏヮヴﾗ┗W ｷデくざ  

 さPWWヴ ヴW┗ｷW┘ ｷゲ ; ﾐW┘ W┝ヮWヴｷWﾐIW aﾗヴ ﾏW ;ﾐS ｷデげゲ ｴWﾉヮa┌ﾉくざ  

 さPWﾗヮﾉW ゲWWｷﾐｪ ﾏ┞ ヮ;ヮWヴ ｴWﾉヮゲ ﾏW ┘ヴｷデW ; HWデデWヴ ゲ┌ﾏﾏ;ヴ┞くざ 

 さPWWヴ ヴW┗ｷW┘ ｴWﾉヮゲ ﾏW ｪWデ ﾐW┘ ｷSW;ゲ デﾗ ｷﾐIﾉ┌SW ｷﾐ ﾏ┞ ┘ヴｷデｷﾐｪくざ 

Thank you to my mentor teacher, Nina Rosen and my graduate advisor, Prof.  May Shih, for 

supporting this project! Feel free to email me at the e-mail address listed on the front side of this 

handout if you would like to see more sample materials or have any questions about peer 

review. 
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Sample peer review questionnaire 

 

Part I. The questions in this section relate specifically to the peer review lesson taught by Jennifer. 

 

1. When revising your summary, did you take some or all of your ヮWWヴげゲ IﾗﾏﾏWﾐデゲ ｷﾐデﾗ 
consideration? 

 

2. Ia ┞ﾗ┌ SｷS ﾐﾗデ デ;ﾆW ┞ﾗ┌ ヮWWヴげゲ IﾗﾏﾏWﾐデゲ ｷﾐデﾗ IﾗﾐゲｷSWヴ;デｷﾗﾐが ┘ｴ┞ SｷSﾐげデ ┞ﾗ┌い 

 

Part II.  General questions 

1. Have you used peer review in previous classes? If so, approximately how many times? 

 

2. Do you find peer review useful? Why or why not? Please explain. 

 

 

3. Please feel free to make any other general comments about peer review here: 
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WヴｷデWヴげゲ name_______________ 

RW┗ｷW┘Wヴげゲ ﾐ;ﾏWぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱぱ 

Peer review form 

Please be as helpful and constructive as possible when filling out this form. The purpose of this form is 

to help your partner become a better writer. Please make your suggestions as specific as possible, 

ヴWaWヴヴｷﾐｪ デﾗ ゲヮWIｷaｷI ヮ;ヴデゲ ﾗa ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ヮ;ヴデﾐWヴげゲ ヮ;ヮWヴく RW;S デｴW ゲ┌ﾏﾏ;ヴ┞ デｴヴﾗ┌ｪｴ ﾗﾐIWが ;ﾐS デｴWﾐ ;ﾐゲ┘Wヴ 

the following questions and remember to be constructive, but nice! 

1. Write the topic sentence of the summary here: 

 

A) Does the topic sentence include the title in quotation marks? Yes ___No___ 

B) Does it include the main point of the essay? Yes___ No___ 

C) Iゲ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ヮWWヴげゲ ﾏ;ｷﾐ ヮﾗｷﾐデ デｴW ゲ;ﾏW ;ゲ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ﾏ;ｷﾐ ヮﾗｷﾐデい Ia ﾐﾗデが ｴﾗ┘ ;ヴW デｴW┞ SｷaaWヴWﾐデい 

 

2. Does the summary include any personal opinion? If so, indicate here:  

3. Iゲ デｴWヴW ;ﾐ┞ ゲｴｷaデ ｷﾐ ┗WヴH デWﾐゲWい ふFヴﾗﾏ デｴW ｴｷゲデﾗヴｷI;ﾉ ヮヴWゲWﾐデ デﾗ デｴW ヮ;ゲデ ふさｴWっゲｴW ゲ;┞ゲざが さｴWっゲｴW 

ゲ;ｷSざぶ M;ﾆW ; ﾐﾗデW ｴWヴW ﾗヴ ﾗﾐ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ヮWWヴげゲ ヮ;ヮWヴ ｷa ┞ﾗ┌ ゲWW ; ┗WヴH デWﾐゲW Wヴヴﾗヴく 

4. How is the organization of the paper? Is there an introduction, body and conclusion? Is the 

thesis clear? If not, explain how these parts could be improved. 

5. Write the concluding sentence here. Does it sum up the main point of the story? 

6. What parts of the paper need more or less information to help the reader better understand the 

ゲ┌ﾏﾏ;ヴ┞い PﾉW;ゲW ｷﾐSｷI;デW ｴWヴW ﾗヴ ﾗﾐ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ヮWWヴげゲ ヮ;ヮWヴく 

7. Wｴ;デ SｷS ┞ﾗ┌ ﾉｷﾆW HWゲデ ;Hﾗ┌デ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ヮWWヴげゲ ゲ┌ﾏﾏ;ヴ┞い Gｷ┗W W┝;ﾏヮﾉWゲく 

 

 

 

 

 

ふAS;ヮデWS aヴﾗﾏ Nｷﾐ; RﾗゲWﾐげゲ ;ﾐS FWヴヴｷゲ わ HWSｪIﾗIﾆげゲ ふヲヰヰヵぶ ヮWWヴ ヴW┗ｷW┘ aﾗヴm, created by Jennifer 

Cantacuzène.) 
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